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P R O F I L E  S U M M A R Y

W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E

OCT 2024 – PRESENT
Second Chance Tucson  | Independent Contractor Community Engagement, Digital Comms,
Fundraising & Grants

Co-organize SCT’s reentry events (Community Reentry Forum, job & resource fairs, rallies), including outreach,
speaker recruitment, agenda development, day-of logistics, and post-event follow-up. Organized Rally 4 Reentry
collaboration with local community to elevate lived-experience leadership and cross-sector projects.
Conduct outreach to individuals and groups at community forums, job/resource fairs, and partner events through
tabling, presentations, and one-on-one conversations.
Coordinate with community partners, build relationships with justice-impacted community members, nonprofits,
government partners, and employers to strengthen a local “second chance” ecosystem.  Aligned outreach to
reduce duplication and close resource gaps across support services.
Launched SCT’s first Summer internship program (3 University of Arizona students): created structure, mentorship,
deliverables, and evaluation.
Built audience workflows and donor-facing messaging for community-centric fundraising; contributed
narrative/strategy for grants and theory-of-change materials.
Redesigned SCT’s Wix site and integrated engagement tools, improving navigation to resources, events, and
newsletter sign-ups.
Produced cohesive brand assets (logos, flyers, videos, social graphics) and unified cross-channel comms
(Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram, YouTube) with Mailchimp + Linktree.

Justice-focused nonprofit organizer and peer leader with 5+ years advancing reentry and community partnerships
across Arizona. Skilled in grassroots outreach and recruitment, relationship-building, and data-informed program
management with organizations, coalitions, justice-impacted communities, and system stakeholders. Proven ability to
cultivate and mobilize members, facilitate group process, and coordinate high-visibility outreach and events. Strong in
data entry, survey support, and reporting. Passionate about community-based holistic alternatives to punishment,
restorative practices, improving access to resources & community collaboration, and uplifting lived-experience voices &
leadership.

Trauma-informed peer-inclusive practice
Justice System & Reentry Navigation 
Community & Grassroots Organizing, (Advocacy Event Planning & Logistics)
Outreach & Recruitment (tabling, flyering,1:1s, training & presentations)
Coalition & Stakeholder Relationship-Building (Meeting & Group Facilitation)
Survey Tools, Data Entry & Basic Analysis
Graphic Design & Branding (logos, flyers, social graphics, one-pagers)
Content Creation & Management (social media, website, email, YouTube)
Digital Tools: Canva, Wix, Mailchimp, Linktree, YouTube (video
upload/optimization)
Video Editing & Basic Motion Graphics (event recaps, promo videos, YouTube
content)
Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook) & Google Workspace
CRM/Admin, Grant & Narrative Support, Fundraising Comms

Masters Degree in Criminal
Justice | Arizona State University,
2021
Bachelor Degree in Criminology
and Criminal Justice | Northern
University, 2017
Associate Degree in
Administration of Justice | Pima
Community College 2013 
Certificate NonProfit Leadership |
University of Arizona- Eller
Executive Education-  2021 
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Derrik.Leija@usdoj.gov

480-640-4182

Derrik Leija, Community Outreach & Reentry
Coordinator- United States Attorney’s Office

520-444-7854

crpyle@secondchancetucson.org

Ret. Judge Charles Pyle, Executive Director-
 Second Chance Tucson

jcjefferson121@gmail.com

520-373-3081

Chaplain John Jefferson, Pinal County Asst. Jail
Chaplain

rootrestorecollective@gmail.com

480-640-4182

Callie Unruh Equity- Focused Nonprofit Consultant
Human-Centered Systems Builder - Root + Restore
Collective

R E F E R ENCE S

More available upon request

2012-2019

Follett Corporation - Pima Community College East Bookstore  |  Team Lead of Course Materials

Operational Management: Managed store operations including inventory analysis, vendor relations, customer
service, and staff training. Improved operational efficiency and accuracy.
Communication: Acted as key holder and manager, improving inventory management through data analysis and
effective communication with staff and vendors.
Graphic Design and Communication: Created marketing signage and set up merchandise & seasonal displays,
enhancing visual communication with customers.
Coordination and Communication: Coordinated with faculty and staff for marketing bookstore events and
promotions, including maintaining a Facebook account to engage the campus community.

Led statewide expansion of ION in Arizona; coordinated with AZ Dept. of Corrections (ADCRR) to integrate
platform access pre- and post-release.
Conducted outreach and one-on-one meetings in prison facilities and community settings, explaining ION’s
services, expectations, and timelines to prospective participants and partners.
Designed and delivered presentations/trainings for incarcerated people, correctional staff, community members,
and providers on navigating ION and locating reentry resources.
Maintained and improved a statewide reentry resource database and built referral channels with employers,
schools, reentry programs, and community organizations to streamline navigation and continuity of care for
justice-impacted individuals.
Oversaw data quality and reporting; analyzed usage/impact metrics to inform improvements and stakeholder
updates.
Recruited/trained volunteers and interns; developed materials that improved staff and participant understanding
of services and processes.

JAN 2021 – JUL 2024 (INTERN MAY–DEC 2020)

 Inside Out Network (ION) | Arizona Program Manager

VO LUN T E E R/ L E AD E R SH I P
Committee HUB Member, Pima County Reentry Coalition (2021–Present) Coordinate monthly coalition meetings
highlighting reentry orgs, news, resources, and events; Co-organized Tucson’s first Rally 4 Reentry with multi-partner
engagement. 

Volunteer/Planning Committee, Fresh Start International (2021–2023 & 2025)
Supported annual TCC Expo to connect returning citizens with equitable access to services and opportunities.

secondchancetucson.org


